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On December 26, 2021, the world lost one of the great forces of the Christian and 

secular world. Desmond Tutu, the South African Anglican priest and theologian, 

known for his work as an anti-apartheid and human rights activist, passed away 

at the age of 90. His influence was felt around the world and his presence will be 

greatly missed. 

Tutu offered some profound quotes over his years. One of his quotes that spoke 

to me, and I think may speak to many of us considering the current reality we face, 

is about hope. Tutu said that “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite 

all of the darkness.”  

We are currently in a period of darkness, and it seems that we have been in this period for much of the last two 

years. It was in early 2020 that we first began to hear about this thing called Covid-19. Since then it has held a 

constant place in our minds. With talk of vaccine to variants, Delta and now Omicron, new words have become 

part of our everyday vernacular. And with these words, we have been pulled into a constant dance between 

darkness and light, hopelessness and hope. 

It’s fitting that as I write this article I look out the window and see that it is grey and dreary. The ground is not 

covered with snow as it is so often at this time of year. Rather, rain has kept everything dull and dark. I feel that 

perhaps this landscape reflects the way many of us feel as we embark upon a new year. Rather than moving 

into 2022 with new excitement and leaving the old year and Covid-19 behind us, we seem to be dragging it along 

with us. In fact, it appears that we’re moving into a new year where Covid-19 has already staked its place. The 

darkness seems to be waiting for us. 

As I look to the New Year, I feel that I have a choice to make. Will I enter the darkness and add to it, or will I  
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enter into the darkness and seek to bring a bit of light into it? If you were with us on Christmas Eve, we distributed 

candles and lit them off of the Christ candle. As the lights of the sanctuary were dimmed, the place became dark, 

but the candles glowed. The candles pushed out the power of the darkness. We could see what was around us 

and what was before us. 

I do not have the power to remove all of the darkness (I wish I did … I like to tell people that as a minister “I’m in 

sales not management”). I do, however, have the power to bring a bit of light into the darkness, and a bit of hope 

into the hopelessness. I am choosing to start the New Year by remembering the candle of Christmas Eve, the 

candle that I held that came from the Christ candle, and lit up that space around me. Together, we lit up that 

sanctuary and were able to see things we could not see in the darkness. We did not allow darkness to overcome, 

because collectively we held the light of Christ. 

As Tutu said, “hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” Let us together seek to 

shine that light of Christ, that glimmer of hope, and seek to brighten 2022 with the love of Christ. May that be our 

2022 New Year’s resolution.  

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I hope that all of you have had a joyous Christmas and a safe New Year 

celebration.  I wish I had a happier New Year message to share with you 

but as we begin 2022 we are in the midst of yet another wave of the COVID 

pandemic.  This wave is from the omicron variant of the virus.  There are 

several changes with this variant that are important to understand.  The most 

important change is that this variant is more easily transmitted from one person to another than any of the other 

variants have been.   At our church building we are already asking everyone to wear a mask but now we all 

should consider wearing a N95 or KN95 rated mask if possible.  In order to make this easier for everyone who 

visits our church building we have ordered N95 masks that will be available at the back of the sanctuary and in 

the church office.  I encourage you to use them not only at church but whenever you are in a public place.  These 

masks fit tighter to our faces and are better at filtering the small invisible droplets which carry the virus and that 

enter the air when we breathe and talk.  This creates better protection for you and those around you.  The other 

thing to understand about the omicron variant is that for most people the effect of the infection is not as severe 

as the other variants.  However, there are still a significant number of people who will become very sick, need to 

be hospitalized, and some will die from these infections.  As I write this the hospitals in our area are very full and 

some are already using 100% of their intensive care beds.  As a Christian community, I believe that we need to 

do all that we can to reduce the number of people becoming infected.  I hope you will join me in wearing the 

most protective masks, distancing, and avoiding any unneeded exposure.  I invite you to pray with me for all 

those in our hospitals and the staff who are working so hard to help them get well. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura 

PS: As always, if you have any questions about the science around the pandemic, vaccinations, or current 

treatment options I am happy to share what I know with you.  Every day I read reports from WHO, CDC, Yale, 

Johns Hopkins and other reliable sources in order to help the church council continue to make wise decisions 

for LABC.   

THE MISSION COMMITTEE'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK CHALLENGE 

The Mission Committee is continuing its Book Challenge and its promise to collect 150 books and  

provide them to School #5...We will continue this challenge into the New Year until we meet our goal.    

We invite you to stop by the Book Challenge Table in the Narthex where you can make a cash or check  



donation which will be used to purchase these books.  Because we are still in the Christmas season (January 

6th is the 12th day!) a paper book ornament will be hung on the tree in the narthex representing each of the 

books your donation will buy.   

You will also receive a paper gift card that you can give to someone as a late Christmas gift, an Epiphany gift, 

a birthday gift, or a "just thinking of you" gift to let them know you have bought a book in their honor.  

This is a big challenge, but also a great opportunity for us to celebrate our 150th Anniversary in the spirit of 

LABC … through a commitment to education and mission, and make a difference in the lives of children in 

School #5. We invite you to join us in the 150th Anniversary Book Challenge! 

●We keep in our healing prayers Aye Chan who has Covid and 

remains in ICU at Rochester General Hospital, 1425 Portland 

Ave. Rochester, NY 14621.   

●Our prayers and condolences are with Thekla Raisner as she 

adjusts to her new living arrangements at PRC, Room 213, 

Berkshire Wing 4300, Middlesettlement Rd., New Hartford, NY 

13413.  Cards would be appreciated. 

●We extend our healing prayers to Darrel Lance who is currently recuperating in rehab at the Episcopal 

Home.  His address there is Episcopal Home, 505 Mt. Hope Ave., Rochester, NY 14620.   

●Happy January birthday to Lois Brooks who will turn 93 on January 11th!  Her address is 200 Kidd Castle 

Way, Apt. 132, Webster, NY  14580-1963 

The Worship Committee would like to extend a word of thanks to the following people who decorated our 

sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season: Laura Tubbs and Steve Bancroft, Rheanolte Lebarbour, Susan 

Maybeck, and Ken Setera. Together they helped prepare us for the joy of the Advent and Christmas season. 

 

 

Although this was a different Christmas season at LABC (due to the continuation of Covid-19), those who felt 

comfortable joined together for our yearly Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. It was wonderful to be able to 

worship in person this year. If you recall, we were not able to worship in person last year. Thank you to those 

who provided leadership this year: Rev. Dr. Michael Ford, Rev. Susan Maybeck, Rev. Simon Aung Kui, Dr. Lee 

Foster, Ken Setera, Stephanie Bancroft, Bonaventure Moulogho, Mike and Nancy Donatucci, and Khatom 

Sorrels. For those who would like to experience the service in a different way (online), please go 

to lakeavebaptist.org. There you will find the wonderful music, readings, and short messages. May you 

experience the joy of Christmas all the year through. A special thanks goes to Bill Gibbs for the wonderful images 

from Christmas Eve. 
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Many of those who call LABC home are familiar with our connection to Burma, 
but we may not be as familiar with the history of the relationship between 
American Baptist Churches USA and Burma. The following was prepared as 
part of the ABCUSA 2021 Prayers for Burma, and helps to outline this 
important relationship. 
 
American Baptist Churches USA Mission and History 

ABCUSA is one of the most diverse Christian organizations 
with approximately 5,000 local congregations comprised of 1.3 million 
members throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. Its history of 
involvement with Burma (Myanmar today) dates back 200 years, when Ann 
and Adoniram Judson, the first American missionaries that landed in the port 
of Rangoon on July 13, 1813. The Judsons and other early missionaries 
introduced Christianity to the Burmese, Chin, Karen, Kachin, Shan and many 
other ethnic groups of Burma. As a result of the American Baptist mission 
work, Baptists constitute the largest Christian organization in Myanmar, 
currently numbering nearly 1.4 million members in 17 Baptist Conventions. 
The Myanmar Baptist Convention (MBC) based in Rangoon is the umbrella 
organization with oversight to the Conventions.   

Christians in Myanmar have produced the largest number of religious workers 
among their own people. International Ministries (IM), ABCUSA’s global 
ministries organization, continues its support to MBC and related Baptist 
churches through relief and development, educational scholarships, 
theological training, church development, and medical work in the country. 

American Baptists Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), the domestic ministries organization of ABCUSA, has 
sponsored nearly 120,000 world refugees with its partner organization, Church World Service (CWS), since after 
World War II through its office of immigration and refugees.  

In the spring of 2007, the national Burma Refugees Task Force (BRTF) was initiated in response to the influx of 
Burma refugees. The name was changed to the Burma Refugee Commission (BRC) in 2014. There are 80,000 
Burma refugee immigrants who are now affiliated with ABCUSA and live across 130 cities and towns, urban and 
suburban areas. These Burma “diaspora” communities and churches are working closely with ABCUSA and with 
their respective conventions to advocate for the concerns of those in Myanmar suffering from human rights and 
religious freedom violations. They also raise funds to assist their vulnerable families and ethnic communities in 
Myanmar, in refugee camps in Thailand, and displaced people in Malaysia and India. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEN AND LILLY'S CORNER: Lilly and I decided that because 2021 was such a difficult year for 

everyone, you might enjoy something more fun to think about.  So, here follows a Word Search where you will 
be looking for the names of different dog breeds!  And following that are a group of pictures to test your dog 
knowledge.  Of the breeds listed in the Wordsearch, can you determine which breed is which in the pictures?  
Enjoy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bonus Question:  Do you know which type of dog does not bark but makes a "yodeling" kind of sound? 
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2 
3 4 

1-Basset Hound    2-Dachshund   3-Otter Hound   4-Newfoundland   5-Mastiff   6-Great Dane    7-Blood 

Hound   8-Chihuahua   9-Pekingese    10-Dalmatian   11-Beagle  12-Basenji   13-Keeshond   14-Bull Terrier   

15-Schipperke   16-Pomeranian  17-Whippet   18-Saint Bernard  19-Irish Setter  20-Weimaraner 

Bonus Question:  Basenji 
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