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When will we open our church building? That’s a question you may ask yourself 

from time to time. While I have no doubt that the question does not occupy the 

bulk of your thoughts, I can honestly say that it is one that is at the fore of my 

mind each day. Every morning I drive to the church and as I park my car and get 

out I look at the double doors before heading to the office doors and I pause to 

ask myself when we can get those doors open on a Sunday morning. When will 

we be able to come back for community in-person worship? I ask myself that 

question many, many times a week. 

I am hopeful that we will have an answer to that question, at least in the very 

near future. As people continue to get vaccinated the numbers of those infected continues to decrease (at least 

in our area of Western New York). The metrics that we have determined we will follow in order to make reopening 

decisions are looking more and more attainable. In fact, we watch those numbers daily and make decisions 

around any adjustments we need to make. Things are looking more and more likely that we are on the cusp of 

reopening our building for many of the same activities we were involved in before the pandemic ripped across 

our nation and our world. 

I’m excited about this because I know how important our church is to the lives of so many. It’s important because 

it provides structure to the lives of those seeking structure. It provides a sense of in-person community for those 

who need to be in the physical presence of others. It provides a spiritual base for those looking to connect with 

God in a particular way. It provides so much to so many. I have no doubt that you could fill in what the church 

means to you, and for those who are looking forward to having our building open I know that you are longing for 

us to unlock those doors on a Sunday (and throughout the week) and welcome people back in. 

What I am asking for is patience for a bit longer. Why? Well, we want to make sure. We want to make sure that 

when we open the doors we won’t have to close them again. We want to make sure that our church is as safe 

as it can be for each of you who gather together, and for those whom you come into contact with beyond our 

walls. We want to be careful that our church is able to care for the well-being of the community by not being a 

place that spreads Covid-19 by being open too soon. It is our responsibility to care for other another, both those 

who are within the community and in the broader community that we are part of. That’s our calling, and we want 

to honor our interconnectedness.  

Just a little longer. We hope to be sending out notice that we’ll be gathering again soon. We don’t have that date 

nailed down just yet. Please continue to be patient as you’ve been for so long. I/We appreciate it. It means the 

world to me/us that we have your support. I look forward to seeing you all in person soon. I have missed you all 

and look forward to seeing your faces (maybe just your eyes, maybe your smiling faces) very soon. 

Blessings to you all, 

 

YOUR PASTOR'S ARTICLE 



Austin Pettigrew, Director 
As summer nears, I am grateful for time outside. Fiona 
and I have recently started gardening. Now is the time of 
watering and weeding. Everyday, I go out and scan the 
plants I have started outside and the seedlings that are 
just now popping up through the soil.  

Growing up I disliked this time in the garden. Granted, the garden we had on the farm in Indiana was about 20 
times the size of the garden I tend now. Hours were spent pulling weeds, especially in the strawberry patch. 

Now, I look back on those memories and with a little more fondness as I work in my current patch of earth here 
in Toronto, thankful for the greenspace.  

With that being said, I think now to our children and young people. What we are doing in Christian Education at 
Lake Avenue looks quite different than what it was before the pandemic. But I think about the fondness of having 
in person time with the children and youth--the conversations, the building of garden boxes, the walk through the 
neighborhoods, and seeing them play soccer and volleyball. 

 But, this time has been really special. I've had more time with them, to hear them. Our young people have been 
wrestling with questions of faith, doubt, current events and church. What does it mean to follow Jesus? What is 
the most important part of going to church? I have been able to hear our youth's struggle with the violence in 
Myanmar and what it looks like to be in Junior High, High School and early college in the midst of the pandemic.  

When I think about the garden of my childhood, the struggle of pulling weeds, the sun beating down on my 
backside, the ache of my hands, I think about the children in this time of difficulty. It's nice to be able to see my 
own garden now. I see the beauty of growing things, the care of pulling the weeds to help the plants grow and 
watering to see that new life popping through.  It is the same with our young people. I get excited hearing them 
struggle with questions we cannot have answers to because I see them taking this faith and making it their own. 
I see the care and compassion they have for all people and I count myself lucky to be able to help them pull 
weeds and water their lives and souls. 

It reminds me of one of my favorite Christian authors, Wendell Berry's poem,  

The Peace of Wild Things: 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 

Peace be with you, 

Austin Pettigrew 



Children and Adult Sunday schools programs are humming along 
through Zoom. We are anxiously waiting for our return to our lovely 
building and learning with each other face-to-face.  

Austin continues to reach out to our 
youth and elementary age children 
which has produced some very thought 
provoking conversations. “If God is so 
powerful, why did he have Jesus 
suffer?”  And, “What exactly is the Big 
Bang Theory?”  We are grateful for the 
teachers who participate in our Zoom 

classes to join in on these discussions. 

If anyone would like to join us on Wednesday evenings, just let Ken know and 
we’ll add you to our group Zoom class. Valerie Ketchum 

 

“Jesus the Peacemaker;   I’m a Peacemaker” 

Plans are underway for a Vacation Bible School for children from age 

4 to fifth grade.   LABC and Greece Baptist Church are coordinating 

a program that will feature Bible stories to inspire children to be 

peacemakers.  There will be puppet shows, craft activities, music, 

games, and healthy snacks.  VBS will be held at the Greece Baptist 

location and will include many outdoor activities, including the chance to help out in the large garden there.     The 

program will be on 5 Wednesday evenings, from July 22 to August 19, beginning at 6:00 pm and ending at 8:00. 

Adult helpers are needed.   Please contact Jane Grant for more information.   

THE ABC/RGR DELEGATES MEETING 

The ABC/RGR Delegates virtual meeting of 5/23/21 had two major topics of discussion. The first was to vote on 
the admission of Watts St. Baptist Church of Durham NC to the ABC/RGR region.  This church was founded in 
1926 and has gone through many transitions over the years. The building itself was built of Blue Granite of the 
Gothic style and is on the National Register of Historic Buildings.  Their current wish is to belong to a region that 
is Welcoming and Affirming. They too have been involved in discussions on race and have included locating a 
Library on Racial Issues within their building, and have a 50 day 500 actions plan.  You can find more detailed 
information on their website. Their request was unanimously approved and this makes the ABC/RGR region 50 
churches strong. 

The second topic was on what the region is doing about racial issues and the delegates were divided into 10 
groups and challenged with 10 different aspects to discuss to put our faith into action.   

These responses are being compiled and will be available to the churches in due time.   (Helen Hoffman said 
within a month.) 

 
•Study and heed the words of the prophets (Isaiah 1:15-17, Amos 5:15-17, 21-24) and of Jesus to love our 
neighbor (John 13:34, Matthew 22:37-40, Luke 10:29-37). • • 

▪ Uphold the God-given value of all people regardless of demographic or social distinction because we are told 
in Genesis 1:26-27 that God created humans in God’s image. • •  

▪Study and recognize the damage that “white privilege” has inflicted upon all, and upon our relationships with 
one another. • •  

▪Find ways to stand with victims of all brutality. • • 

▪Study Scriptures to recapture a sense of God’s liberating action today. • •  

▪Explore and support more effective forms of education and accountability in law enforcement. • •  



▪Engage in building relationships of trust between law enforcement and members of the community, especially 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color. • •  

▪Advocate for improved training on mental health issues for law enforcement; for mental health crisis teams; and 
improved partnerships between mental health providers and law enforcement. • •  

▪Study the concept of “beloved community” and explore practical ways to enact these precepts in your 
congregation and in your community. • • 

▪Acknowledge and repent of where we have sinned and fallen short of God’s image and commandments, and 
pray for God’s mercy and direction to live into a peaceful and just society. 

 

A 

CONGRATULATIONS 

FROM LABC 

Part of the great excitement of the 

2020-2021 Rochester Museum 

and Science Center season was 

the celebration of The 

Changemakers exhibit. This 

program was intended to 

celebrate with the community 

some of the women who have 

made a significant impact in our 

community in past and present 

years.  One of the women 

honored for their contributions to 

our community was our very own Refugee Coordinator, Hkadin Lee!  The exhibit was shown at the Rochester 

Museum and Science Center.  Melissa Vega, one of our members, and her daughter Veronica, were visiting the 

museum and when she passed the Changemakers exhibit, she was surprised and delighted to see Hkadin Lee's 

pictures.  She excitedly shared the news with Michael and the images she saw.  She celebrated with Veronica 

that they knew one of the people in the exhibit who was part of their church.  The images at the end of this article 

were taken by and shared by Melissa on social media.  This is another instance where we are able to see the 

mark of LABC and those who we celebrate shared within our broader community.  Help us to congratulate Hkadin 

Lee on this remarkable accomplishment.  Blessings to you Hkadin. Thank you for being a Changemaker in our 

community and in our lives.  For more information about the Changemakers please go to 

https://rmsc.org/changemakers/ 



MYANMAR, A NOTE OF CONCERN AND FEAR FROM OUR  

REFUGEE COORDINATOR, HKADIN LEE 

On February 1st of 2021, the Myanmar military junta staged a coup and arrested all the democratically elected 

leaders, including President U Win Myint and state counsellor of Myanmar, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.  Since then, 

Myanmar has been in Social Medias and global news seen around the world, not exactly the type of global public 

awareness that the military junta wanted. 

Citizens of Myanmar have been living in fear and anger at the realization that the country’s decade long transition 

towards democracy ended in the dead of night. Those who lived through 8888 dreaded the transition back to the 

old days of military dictatorship. Myanmar has gone dark for over 3 months and so has its future as well.  

In the beginning, communication lines and internet services in Myanmar were cut off and blocked, social media 

outlets, such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter were banned.  Today, communication lines and social media 

are allowed, but only under the close scrutiny of the Junta, with limitations and restrictions.    

The military junta has strengthened their position and passed new cyber security laws which allows them to ban 

content it disagrees with.  They have restricted internet providers and the transmission of information. 

This was just the beginning and horrifically, the world will witness the Junta’s true cruelty and inhumane nature 

in their dealings with civilians and peaceful protesters. They have a long history of and practice of the abuse of 

power, curtailing individual’s rights and freedom of speech. Basic human rights are at stake here as the world 

watches the crumbling of Myanmar. 

Myanmar has the longest running Civil war in history; The Karen, Kachin ethnic conflicts and other minority 

groups. Globally, we have already witnessed; the 1988 military massacre, known as the 8888 Uprising, the 2007 

military crackdown on Buddhist monks, known as the “Saffron Revolution”, the near ethnic cleansing of 

Rohingyas in 2017.  Parts of Myanmar devastated by the Cyclone Nargis of 2008 have yet to fully recover. 

Poverty is widespread across the country and continues with documented evidence of human rights violations 

reported by independent international groups. The people of Myanmar; especially generation Z have been taking 

to the streets to protest against the military coup since Feb 2. They have been protesting in peace with hopes 

that 1988 would not be repeated, when crackdowns by the military on civilian protests led to thousands of deaths. 

Unfortunately, this was not the case.  After 3 months of peacefully protesting, there have been scores of 

documented cases of lethal force used against protestors and civilians by the Myanmar military and police forces 

under their control.  The police have been using tear gas, water cannons, rubber bullets, and live ammunition to 

break up the crowds. They have even resorted to using heavy artillery, normally used only during war.  

Over 800 civilians have been killed on the 

streets, including children; thousands have been 

arrested, tortured, beaten and killed.  There have 

been hundreds of protestors and civilians who 

got arrested in good health and on the following 

day, their families were notified to retrieve their 

bodies. Some notified that there are no bodies to 

be retrieved. 

Under all the restrictions, blackouts and curfews, 

thousands of people continue to demonstrate 

peacefully across the country.  All of Myanmar’s 

ethnic minority groups have become united in their struggle against the Junta, asking for the military to relinquish 

their power and return it to the democratically elected leaders.    

The ongoing protests against the Military Coup is not about which political party gets to govern the country.  It is 

about the wish of the Myanmar people to choose democratically who should have the right to govern.  This is a 



movement for freedom and democracy for the 54 million people of Myanmar, and especially for the next 

generation. 

I, as an ex-citizen of Myanmar stand in solidarity with the people of Myanmar. I would like to take this opportunity 

to request that each one of you also stand with us, not only with the Myanmar people in the USA, but also with 

the people of Myanmar. 

The Myanmar people need us to hear their cries and to speak out on their behalf. 

The Myanmar people need us to feel their pains and petition on their behalf. 

The Myanmar people want us to know their sufferings and to act on their behalf. 

Most importantly, the Myanmar people would like you to pray for them, and their country. 

The Myanmar people need us more now than we could ever imagine and know. 

Ah Yay Daw bone aung ya me.   

May The Lord Help Myanmar. 

Thank you, Hkadin Lee 

 

 

KEN'S KORNER, MUSINGS OF YOUR OFFICE MANAGER 

At 6:00 am this morning as I took Lilly out for our usual walk, 

she discovered, to my surprise, a baby deer laying in a balled-

up position near the front step of one of our neighbors. Lilly went 

up and smelled it and even touched it with one of her paws.  But, 

no movement.  Then, just slightly, she moved her head.  When 

Lilly saw this and being the dog of prey that she is, she started 

to bark at it.  But, again, no significant movement from the baby 

deer.  She still remained in her balled up position despite all the 

noise that Lilly was making.  I wondered if the baby was okay, 

or hurt.  And why was she there?   

At this time in the morning, I was unable to get in touch with the 

Penfield animal control services but left a message.  Then, I 

remembered that there is an all-night veterinary in Henrietta.  I 

called and asked the vet what I should do.  I was surprised at 

what he told me. 

He said to leave it there and not to touch it or try to move it.  Mother deer instinctively move their babies to safe 

and protected areas as they forage for food.  By placing her baby there, she took it away from an area where it 

could be attacked by wild predators.  The vet said that the mother would return and pick the baby up when it was 

done foraging.  I did as he said...I left the baby there and picked up Lilly, who continued to bark, and went home.  

When I left for work, I decided to check out the baby deer one more time.  Lo and behold, she was gone.  Her 

mother must have come for her.   

It never fails to amaze me how God protects that which he created.  God has given the animals of the natural 

world the instincts of protection of their young in order to maintain the survival of their species.  It is unfortunate 

that these instincts have been lost in our species.  We continue to war with each other and to kill and maim 

thousands of innocent children.  You need only listen to the current news to understand the atrocities our species 

continually inflict throughout the world...bombing of villages and houses in Israel and Palestine, the bombing of 

a girl's school in Afghanistan, the indiscriminate shooting and killing of protestors in Myanmar by the military 

regime, the brutality of the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia, the genocide in China of the Uyghurs, the uncalled 

for use of guns on our streets which accidentally kill child bystanders and those even in the protection of their 

own homes when bullets pierce the walls of houses.  It seems that humankind has a lot to learn from deer and 



other animals.  It is interesting that we choose to call them "wild animals".  It seems that that term is much more 

appropriate for the human race. I continue to pray to God that the instinct of God's love will someday be the norm 

for the human race and that we will all become more like deer. 

 

●Please keep in your prayers Bonaventure Moulogho and his family 

as they mourn the death of his nephew in the Congo. 

●An update on Rev. Gordon Webster from his son Daniel 

concerning his battle with Covid 19:  "It's been up and down for my 

dad and continues to be a long road to recovery.  He came out of the 

ICU a few weeks ago, and now is back in ICU after developing pneumonia again.  He is getting stronger and 

recovering from this new pneumonia.  He has been on and off the ventilator.  When he is off the ventilator, he 

can talk a little bit.  Thank you to everyone reaching out to us with kindness and concern and for all the prayers.  

Despite the setback, we remain hopeful for a full recovery.  Inshallah!"  

●We continue to keep in our prayers our new Americans who have family still living in the Congo and in 

Myanmar.  May these families continue to be protected from the violence those countries are currently 

experiencing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

●Congratulations to Nee Doh Htoo who will be graduating from the World of Inquiry school and has been 
accepted at SUNY Brockport and will be majoring in nursing.  When asked why she wanted to study nursing, 
she said: "I want to study in medical field because one day if I could, I will go back to my country and help my 
Karen people and also I want to help those who are sick and have no money to pay for their medical bills. I’m 
looking forward to learn new things and improve my English so that I can get where I want to be." 
 

In the past year we have all had to deal with the reality of a pandemic.  It has curtailed 
much of what we normally do in life.  As a result of all the solitude we have faced we may 
feel depressed and anxious.  However, we can still laugh and we all know that laughter is 
good medicine for the soul  We hope you enjoy the following paragraphs submitted by 
your Music Educator, Dr. Lee Foster and we thank Lee for submitting something fun to 
enjoy.   

"I collect photos of church signs, sometimes funny, sometimes cringey, but always 
entertaining.  In the South there seems to be a Baptist Church for every man, woman, 
and child, often less than a mile from other Baptist Churches. 

Among my favorite signs are “Don’t worry. Moses was once a basket case too.” And 
on the opposite side of the same sign in Manteo, NC, “Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed 
the snake, and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on.”  

●As they say, "A 

picture is worth a 

thousand words" .  

Here is a picture of 

one of the most 

devoted cyclists our 

church knows who 

has ridden her bicycle 

for a number of 

causes.  This is a 

picture of her at her 

most recent ride.  . 

CAROLYN 

ARGUST 



Adam and Eve are the subject of many signs including one at Westview Baptist, somewhere in western NC, 
“Adam and Eve were the first to not read the Apple's Terms and Conditions.”  

Near Boone, NC a church has a sign saying, “17 souls saved.” The number hasn’t changed in several years, 
and one wonders if there were those who weren’t able to be saved. 

The Open Bible Church in West Burlington, Iowa boasts, “Don’t be so open-minded; your brains will fall 
out.” So much for openness. 

Locally at UCC in Irondequoit, the sign read, “Be the person 
your dog thinks you are.” And also once at UCC, “The best 
vitamin for a believer is B1.” 

Also in NC, complete with punctuation and spelling errors, 
“Walmart may save you 
money but, Jesus will save 
your sole.” 

Pop culture even appears in a 

few signs: “Looking for Pokemon or Jesus? Both found here.” Even the 

pandemic appears in church signs, “Fear Not – God,” “Love One Another 

– Jesus, “Wash your hands – CDC.” ....“God’s not Burger King; You 

can’t have him your way,” also in NC“Sermon: What is Hell? Come hear 

our pianist,” makes you wonder. “Too cold to change the sign; message 

inside.” I especially like this one, also from NC, “Church parking only; 

violators will be baptized."  

And last, “Our pastor is on vacation; might be a good time to visit us.” 

 

LABC has a long and very proud history about being part of the Association of 

Welcoming and Affirming Baptist Churches (AWAB). AWAB continues to grow and 

provide us with remarkable material that we wanted to pass on to you. Our website 

has a link on the main page that you can click on in order to find a copy of their 

latest newsletter. In that newsletter you will read about new congregations that are 

part of AWAB, as well as some great online educational opportunities that you can 

be part of if you wish. We encourage you to take the time to explore that newsletter 

and, if you're interested, to go to the AWAB web page to see a little more about 

what is going on with our friends at AWAB. Go to awab.org for more information. 

 

HISTORICAL AMERICAN BAPTIST PEOPLE OF NOTE 

 FROM OUR HISTORIAN, GARTH BROKAW 

Mary Webb (1779-1861)   Although confined to a wheelchair all her life, Mary 

Webb made a great contribution to the cause of missions.  In 1800 the invalid girl heard 
a missionary sermon at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Missionary Society 
and determined that she should do everything in her power to raise support for foreign 
missions.  With the help of her pastor at Second Baptist Church in Boston, she 
organized the first women's mission group, called the Boston Female Society for 
Missionary Purposes, composed of eight Baptists and six Congregationalists.  In 1802 
this society became auxiliary to the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society and was 
the catalyst for similar women's organizations in every state.  As the work expanded  
to include city mission and a ministry to the Boston black population, Mary continued 
as the corresponding secretary for a number of years. 

http://awab.org/

